
Glenn Handford  - General Manager                                                 24 May 2012
Great Lakes Council
PO Box 450 Forster NSW
 RE : Recreation Boating Infrastructure Strategy 2012

Dear Glenn
We write with deep concern that the recently published Recreation Boating 
Infrastructure Study 2012 prepared by Great Lakes Council does nothing in the 
foreseeable future to address the North Arm Cove community’s long felt need for 
improved water access in particular by residents who are not waterfront landowners.
 
Our frequent involvement in community discussion and dialogue with Council 
Officers has so far resulted in two projects - Water Street (not referred to in this 
document) and Casuarina Reserve - approved by Council.  These are rated as only 
Medium Priority.

There are five projects in the report rated as High Priority having a total funding 
requirement of $663,000 as well as projects in the Medium Priority totalling around 
$4,000,000. This Medium Priority rating indicates that Great Lakes Council still has 
no resolve to provide North Arm Cove with facilities it has been requesting for 20 
years.

The Report suggests there is sufficient boat ramp capacity in ‘adjoining’ facilities at 
Karuah for vessels of a Registrable size.  We remind Council that this facility is 12-14 
km away from North Arm Cove so for residents to enjoy their local waterside 
environment, there is a time consuming journey on both sides of their activity. 
Karuah is not a local facility to this waterfront village.  We are confident that if other 
waterfront villages and towns were offered this explanation as justification for 
inaction they would not be content. 

We note that the table 3.1 indicates that GLC has a boating facility located in North 
Arm Cove. This is not so.  North Arm Cove has no Council constructed boating 
facilities.

Further the table p23 indicates that Community Consultation has taken place with 
regard to the provision of additional Short Term Moorings in North Arm Cove.  We 
are unaware of any such discussion and as there are no Short Term Moorings in North 
Arm Cove would welcome any boating related facility.

Within the document a statistical figure of 56 boats per 1000 is indicated for 
registered boat ownership .We do not believe that this figure reflects boat ownership 
in NAC where the majority of households has one or more registered vessel (not all 
registered to a NAC address) and often two or three small un-registered craft.   An 
ownership rate of 200/300 per 1000 would be more appropriate for this waterfront 
village where the major recreational focus is boating and water related. 

Much of North Arm Cove residents’ boating activity involves the launch and retrieval 
of small un-registered dinghies for local fishing, boating, sailing,  canoeing and tender 
access to large moored vessels in the sheltered waters of North Arm Cove.



The approved plans for Water Street and Casuarina Reserves would go some way to 
address this need, particularly if the jetty proposed is constructed with a pontoon end 
enabling the launch and retrieval of small craft at all tides and water access by an 
ageing community.  This would relieve the need of residents to wade through deep 
low tide mud within the Cove to gain access to navigable water.
 
We appreciate the Council is presently engaged in drainage/engineering works in 
Water Street NAC but we are unaware of any plan or commitment to carry through 
and complete these works in accordance with the prepared master plan. This very 
small reserve received no mention in this document.

North Arm Cove remains the only waterfront village in Great Lakes Council area that 
has no Boat Ramps, Jetties, Pontoons, Fishing Platforms or Ancillary Structures and 
this is despite being a significant contributor to council revenue with in excess of 
$1.2m being collected in rates from the urban and non-urban areas of North Arm 
Cove. We also note that a recent windfall as a result of fines imposed on the developer 
of the Fame Cove project for environmental damage was not applied to projects in 
this area.

We also note that Cr Len Roberts stated recently in The Nota that all communities 
were involved in discussions to determine their boating needs in late 2011.  Neither 
NACRA nor other community interest groups were involved in any discussion 
regarding this Boating Infrastructure Strategy Report 2012.

This report indicates the “much needed “facilities for aquatic access in North Arm 
Cove are unlikely to be addressed any time soon.   Council’s failure to resolve this 
need expressed over two decades has added greatly to frustration and disappointment 
within this community.  

NACRA requests a meeting with you and the appropriate Council Officers, Mayor 
and Local Councillors.  We seek a re-appraisal of the priorities expressed in the 
Recreational Boating Infrastructure Strategy 2012 before Council adopts it as binding 
for future expenditure.

Len Yearsley
President , North Arm Cove Residents Association
150 Cove Boulevard  North Arm Cove NSW 2324

cc Great Lakes Councillors (GLC please arrange distribution).
         Maritime NSW Regional Manager. Sonia McKay.
         Craig Baumann, MP Member for Port Stephens.
         Cr Len Roberts, Great Lakes Council.


