
 
 

NORTH ARM COVE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING 
SATURDAY APRIL 12, 2014 COMMUNITY HALL, COMMENCING 10.00AM 

 
Present 
Fourteen members and one non member including committee members Stephanie Hunter (Chair), Doug 
Kohlhoff, Kath Kohlhoff, Len Yearsley, Annette Searle 
 
Stephanie Hunter welcomed members and apologised for the fact that there was no guest speaker.  Hopefully a 
speaker can be arranged for the next meeting in June. 
 
Apologies:   
Tony Hann, Jim Hunter, Lawrie Searle, Trish Woodrow  
 
Minutes of last meeting  
The minutes of the last meeting held on 8 February 2014 have been published. 
 
Moved Doug Kohlhoff that minutes of last meeting be accepted seconded Pat Brennan.  Carried. 
 
Business arising from last General Meeting 8/2/14  
Jim Pegram noted that at the last meeting, he had volunteered to pick up the Myall Coast Nota, but had not 
been able to collect the papers as the office was closed.  The Nota has now been discontinued and will be 
replaced by an insert in the Port Stephens Examiner.  Stephanie Hunter advised that Anne Scully in Tea 
Gardens would be publishing a new paper for the region. Barry Young added that it will be around 8 pages, 
printed each Thursday and 30 copies will be provided for North Arm Cove. 
   
1.  Motions on Notice 
Nil 
 
2.  Correspondence 
 
General: 
Feb 14 Email to editor, Myall Coast Nota re BBP grant thanking Hunter Concrete & Hunter Quarries. 
20/2/14 Email from Col Williams re update on storm damage in 2013 
27/2/14 Email from Maria Pickles re tank installation update and reply from Stephanie Hunter 
2/3/14 Email to John Knight re Council progress on Village Map. 
6/3/14 Email to John Knight requesting bank details for direct deposit, part payment for sign writing 

NAC map. 
14/3/14 From Community Centre Management Committee re support for Heros Bay upgrade 
9/4/14 Email to Andrew Briggs, RFS re meeting to discuss fire break at North Arm Cove 
April 14 Minutes of EcoNetwork Community Forum held 28/3/13 
 
Council/Local Government: 
17/2/14  Email to Glenn Handford GLC re North Arm Cove water quality 
Feb 14  Letter to Don Page Minister for Local Government re missed Maitland Cabinet meeting 
16/2/14 To Barry O’Farrell attaching correspondence to Brad Hazzard, Michael Gallacher and Hon. Don 

Page re Fire Hazard issues. 
18/2/14  Email to Glenn Handford GLC requesting update on Village Map 
18/2/14  Email to David Bortfeld re costing of boat ramp and engineering work, Medina Bay 
  with cc to Glenn Handford. 
19/2/14  Reply from David Bortfeld re above. 
21/2/14  Email to Craig Baumann re Maitland Community Cabinet. 
24/2/14 Email to Mayor/Councillors GLC re Council Meeting (Heros Bay) with cc to David Bortfeld GLC 
26/2/14 Replies from Barry O’Farrell & Brad Hazzard’s office confirming receipt of letter sent 16/2/14 
1/4/14 To Development of Regional Boating Plans for NSW – submission. 
2/4/14 From Hon. Brad Hazzard re jetty 
2/4/14  From Ron Hartley, GLC re stormwater drainage 
3/4/14 From (on behalf of) Hon. Michael Gallacher re jetty 
4/4/14 Request from GLC to complete Project Report related to village map grant. 
4/3/14 Email from Andrew Blatch GLC re NAC map. 
6/3/14 From Don Page MP re community concerns (Jetty/Fire safety etc.). 
6/3/14 Email to Michael Gallacher attaching details of Bush Fire Community Meeting. 
6/3/14 Email to Craig Baumann and Bob Baldwin re above asking for support. 
6/3/14 Email to Andrew Blatch confirming receipt of above and attaching quote. 
6/3//14 Email to Bob Baldwin re boat ramp/jetty attaching details of RFS Community Protection Plan. 



13/3/14 To Glenn Handford re offsetting cost of Public Liability Insurance 
20/3/14 Email from Lisa Schiff GLC re meeting 2/4/14 at Community Centre 
20/3/14 Email to Glenn Handford re budget allocations  (Jetty/Boat Ramp & amenities Heros Bay). 
29/3/14 Email to Darrin Briggs RFS re proposed firebreak 
2/4/14 Email to David Bortfeld re meeting to progress Heros Hay 
2/4/14 Email to Ron Hartley re Stormwater Drainage update 
8/4/14 Email from Malcolm Hunter, GLC re investigation into water quality 
 
Matters arising from correspondence: 
 
Jim Pegram queried the correspondence re Heros Beach. Stephanie advised that the BBQ and boat ramps had 
not been included in the plan for council approval.  This was pointed out in the correspondence. 
 
Gary Sylvaney queried whether there had been any correspondence relating to Casuarina reserve and its 
suitability for a jetty.  Stephanie advised that there was activity in February regarding a jetty for evacuation in 
case of fire.  Both local members were contacted but they would not support jetty for evacuation. Great Lakes 
Council and the RFS would also not approve a jetty for evacuation on the ground that it gives people a false 
sense of security which could lead them staying on in the event of a fire and not leaving early. 
 
Barry Young asked for the letter re community concerns to be read out to the meeting.  Stephanie read out the 
report in full and noted that letters had also been sent to Don Page, Michael Gallacher and Brad Hazzard.  
Replies from all these people told us nothing we did not already know and provided no real information. 
 
 Moved Gary Sylvaney that correspondence be accepted, seconded Len Yearsley.  Carried 
 
Reports 
 3.1 Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Moved Kath Kohlhoff that the treasurers report be accepted Kath, seconded Annette Searle.  Carried. 
 
3.2  Social Club 
Nothing to report. 
 
3.3  Website 
Invoices sent out for advertising renewals.  Most earlier problems with website have been addressed.  Doug 
Kohlhoff noted that more articles are needed for the website.  Jim Parnell asked whether website could be 
used for comment and Doug noted that articles are already open for comment.  
 

4.  Other Reports 
 

4.1  Firewise 
The recent meeting called by RFS Tuncurry to present the Community Protection Plan left residents 
feeling somewhat frustrated, in that there was little new information. Perhaps the name Community 



Protection Plan is a misnomer, as it there was little in it that offered “protection” to Cove residents. The 
Plan consists of three maps, a survival map, a preparation map and operations map which is for the use 
of the RFS. Two of these maps are on display, the survival map shows the area of flame and ember 
attack, and the second shows asset protection zones. 

 
The main points to come out of the meeting were: 

  
• Residents are responsible for their own safety  
• Have your bushfire action plan prepared  
• Leave the village early on days of extreme fire danger and above  
• Fire trails are for the RFS to fight fires, not to be used as escape routes. 

 
The possibility of a Neighbourhood Safe Ground for NAC is being investigated. The meeting resolved 
that a letter go to Superintendent Darrin Briggs requesting that he pursue with Great Lakes Council the 
preparation of a 60m fire break to the north and west of the village. The Residents Association has 
undertaken this. 
 
Darren Briggs has forwarded this on to Andrew Stanilands and has requested a meeting to discuss.  
Hopefully some information will come out of this that we can post on the website. 
 
Pat Brennan queried whether this break would be fully stripped and whether it would provide real 
protection.  Stephanie pointed out the worst threat would come from the bush surrounding the Cove.  
The break would provide protection and provide a point of fire defence.  Len Yearsley advised there 
would be more burning off between now and next season, weather depending. 
 
David Paulette asked whether burning off was the only protection and whether any other clearing 
e.g.hand raking was undertaken.  Stephanie advised that this was really not feasible in an area this 
size, and that each homeowner took care of their property by clearing leaves etc. 
 
4.2  Grants - Garden Club 
Garden Club grant – The tank has been delivered and installed. 
   
4.3  Status of road map 
The public toilet at the community hall was to be added to map, but this has not been done, as it will 
further delay the map.  The 50% deposit has been paid and Andrew Blatch is now handling the project.  
Communication with Andrew is proving difficult and progress is unknown at this stage. 
 
4.4  Grant applications 
A grant is to be considered for Heros Beach as Plan B has been approved.   Groundwork needs to be 

 done by Council and Stephanie has approached David Bortfeld for a meeting after Easter to progress 
 this project. 

 
4.5  Boat ramp and water access. 
Work on the dinghy launching ramps at Water St. and Casuarina Park is proceeding slowly.  We are 
ready to move at our end as soon as the engineering specs are finalised and relevant approvals are 
granted.  GLC is handling these on our behalf, but progress has been glacial.  Andrew Staniland is 
handling this but he is currently on leave.  Doug is following up with regular phone calls, as we can’t 
progress without engineering plans.  Council sent Building Group staff to discuss requirements and 
apparently the engineers have also been to the site, however we have seen nothing concrete to date 
that could be taken to other authorities like Marine Parks, Fisheries etc.  Jim Parnell asked if a face-to-
face meeting would be helpful and Stephanie advised this is difficult to organise.  Jim asked whether 
local councillor Len Roberts could be of assistance and Stephanie advised he is aware of our issues 
and has gone to bat for us in the past.  Stephanie again pointed out the frustration with dealing with 
council and the lack of communication. 
 
Jim Parnell asked whether funding is available for the map and water street and was advised that it is 
available. Gary Sylvaney queried progress of dinghy ramp and asked if information could be put in Cove 
News. 
 
Jim Parnell asked whether NACRA would be involved in the Heros Beach project if a grant was 
approved and Stephanie advised that they would be actively involved. 
 
Members of the Associations Executive Committee were invited to meet with our local State and federal 
members to discuss a jetty and boat ramp for the Cove. Neither would support a jetty on the basis of 
emergency evacuation. State member Craig Baumann has indicated his support for funding and we will 
follow up on this. He also offered support for the removal of unused oyster racks in the Cove, and a 
letter has been sent to him requesting this. 



 
Federal member Bob Baldwin visited the Cove to see first hand all proposed sites for boat ramp and 
jetty. As this is a state matter, he left to confer with Craig Baumann, but we have heard nothing of the 
outcome.  We will keep plugging away at this issue! 
 
Len Yearsley spoke about an alternate site for a Boat Ramp at Promontory Way.  Medina Bay is still an 
option, but an expensive one.  There is a suitable lot in Promontory Way at Brackens Bay that is owned 
by Walker Corp.  NACRA has opened a conversation with Council about acquiring this land and we are 
waiting on a reply.   
 
4.6  Stormwater/Drainage 
Letter received from Col Williams to say “hole” on his property has been repaired by council.  He 

 thanked NACRA for their involvement in getting this work done. 
 
Stephanie emailed Ron Hartley re the plan for stormwater/drainage in the Cove.  The plan will go on           

 exhibition for comment.  Funds have not been set aside this current year, but for next financial year 
 which is not too far away. 

 
4.7 Hall Committee 
Nothing to report. 
 
4.8 Fame Cove 
Len Yearsley reported that Great Lakes Council has approved the DA for a 30m domestic jetty stairs 
and boardwalk to accommodate a 30m vessel at the entry to Fame Cove, with conditions.  This DA 
includes construction of the deck at RL 2.6, solar lighting and reflecting banding on all pylons.  Full 
details can be found in the minutes of the 25 March GLC Council meeting.  This will be a commercial 
size jetty to enable Whale and Dolphin Watch activities for guests and transporting tourists to Fame 
Cove when the Eco Tourist Development plans for the balance of the North Arm/Fame Cove sites are 
developed. 
 
Community representatives were invited to an informal chat with Lisa Schiff staff and GLC consultants 
on 2 April.  Lisa indicated that the developer of the proposed Eco Tourist Resort is now seeking a higher 
density development involving some Community Title of residential areas.  The project is a State 
Significant Development, numerous consultants and architects have been appointed and are currently 
preparing Land Use Plans prior to a Gateway Determination by State Planners to enable a Zoning 
change to be considered by Council prior to detail planning commencing. 
 
Council has approved large jetty (30m) into North Arm Cove to accommodate 100ft. boat.  The 
proposed dwelling is 300sqm.  The jetty will ultimately be used as a commercial jetty.  Council is 
currently preparing a land use survey for the development.  Development is now to involve community 
(strata title style) elements with around 200 lots.  More information will come in several months time. 
 
4.9 Aquaculture – OISAS 
Council has inspected the waterfront.  They could not see any evidence of sewage discharge but have 
taken some samples for testing and a written report has been received.  Samples were taken and 
results revealed very low faecal coliform counts. Great Lakes Council is part of a project in conjunction 
with University of Newcastle and State food authority where samples are taken around North Arm Cove, 
but because of low rainfall at the time of testing, no sources could be pinpointed.  Council has 
requested residents report any suspected leaks.  All complaints will be treated with strictest confidence. 
 
At a meeting with Craig Bauman it was mentioned that some oyster leases are derelict and he asked for 
letter so he can take this up with the relevant authorities. 
 
4.10 Ageing in NSW seminar 
Len Yearsley attended the seminar conducted by the NSW Government Office for Ageing and Great 
Lakes Council to consider matters affecting the ageing population in this area.  Major concerns were 
Local Transport; improved GP and medial services, poor emergency communications.  The full report is 
attached and will be published on the website.  
 
Transport is a major issue.  A shuttle bus was suggested that came to North Arm Cove, Pindimar etc. 
once per day.  This is strongly supported by the community.  An Improved medical service is also a 
major issue and evacuation in the case of a major fire is a high priority.  
 
Stephanie advised there is a survey available on the website that will be used to compile information 
from residents and encouraged members to complete this survey. 
 
Gary Sylvaney raised the issue of dealing with bureaucracy and asked whether the community should 



be looking at ways of assisting the community in times of emergency and taking care of people who 
could not access water, phones, transport etc.  Jim Pegram noted that there was a system in place 
previously for contacting people who need help and Stephanie advised that it might be an idea to revive 
this. 
 
Jim suggested a letterbox drop around the area and Len Yearsley advised this has been done in the 
past, but needs to be revisited.  Jim Parnell volunteered to do the printing and Annette Searle will create 
the flyer/survey. 
 
Moved Doug Kohlhoff that reports be accepted, seconded Annette Searle.  Carried. 
 

5.  General Business 

5.1 EcoNetwork community forum.   
The report from this forum was distributed at the meeting 
 
5.2 Graffiti at Community Hall 
Barry Young noted vandals had sprayed graffiti on the hall and the toilet, which has now been cleaned 
up. 
 
5.3 New Members  
David Paulette and Mike and Karen Thorpe introduced themselves as new to North Arm Cove.  
Stephanie Hunter welcomed them to the area. 
 
5.4 Community Meeting with Lisa Schiff, GLC 
Lisa Schiff requested an informal chat to cover issues on environmental services, which is her 
department.  A meeting was held in the Library annexe where Lisa informed us of the latest 
developments in Fame Cove (refer to Fame Cove Report) however many of the other issues NACRA 
wanted to raise were not under Lisa’s brief as they come under the Engineering Division (parks, 
gardens, stormwater, boat ramps etc.).  The communication issue was discussed and Lisa provided an 
alternate email address that goes direct to a council mailbox for distribution.  Stephanie Hunter advised 
that the major issue in dealing with Council is phone calls that are not returned.  
 
5.5 Storm Damage  
Jim Parnell noted that rubbish collected by residents after the storm has not yet been collected. 
Stephanie advised that this was being done and that North Arm Cove is on the list. 
 
5.6 Speed Indication signage 
Gary Sylvaney noted that vehicles speeding through Eastslope Way constitute a danger to pedestrians 
and small children.  He asked if the committee could request a 50km limit covering this area.  Stephanie 
Hunter advised that the committee would be discussing this issue.  David Paulette suggested electronic 
signage giving a read out of speed, however this may not be financially viable for an area this size. 

 
    
Meeting closed at 11.30am 
  
Next Meeting  
Saturday 14 June, 2014 at the Community Hall commencing 10.00am 
 
Submitted:  Annette Searle 
Approved as a true and correct record 
 
 
 
 
 
Stephanie Hunter (Chairman):     Date: 
  
 


