
October Report
from 1/8/2016 to 30/9/2016

Balances Opening Closing
Friends of Fame Cove 675.22 675.22

NACRA 4492.90 4628.41
Website cost provision 119.50 119.50

5287.62 5423.13
Beyond Bank 5257.62 5413.13

Undeposited Funds 30.00 10.00

Total 5287.62 5423.13

30 Sep
Donations 50.00

Interest 2.51
Member subscriptions 210.00

Total Income 262.51

30 Sep
Fair Trading 54.00

Gen. expense NACRA 73.00

Total Expenditure 127.00
Closing Balance  = 5423.13
Financial members  = 75 (45)

Plus Income to 

Less Expenditure to 

North Arm Cove Residents Association: G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g  
Saturday 8 October 2016 at the Community Hall commencing at 10:00 am 

M i n u t e s

1 Present: 18 members, and guest Kate Washington; including committee members Tony Hann, Gary Sylvaney, Susan 
Carter, Maureen Kelly, Kath and Doug Kohlhoff, .
Apologies: Len Yearsley, Phil Anderson, Dora Crawford, Bill Moller

2 Minutes

Correction 5.4 - Wilma and Ken not Norma and Bill.
Moved: Peter Freeman Seconded:  David Crawford Carried

That the minutes of the meeting of 13 August 2016 (as amended) be confirmed

2.1 Business arising

3 Correspondence
To/from MidCoast Council, re street lighting in the Cove (acknowledgement only) 22-23/8/2016
From Maria Pickles re neighbours submission on drainage proposal 25/8/2016
To Ashley Carlson MCC re General Meeting feedback on drainage proposal 27/8/2016
To/From Tracey Farrant MCC re meetings with Paul De Szell 30/8-1/9/2016
To/From Matt Potter, Royal Haskoning DHV re Boat Ramp Jetty investigation 15-19/9/2016
To/From Dan Aldridge, MCC re Stronger Communities Grants 26-29/9/2016
To/From Drew Morris, MCC re Stronger Communities Grants 26/9/2016
To/From Lyndie Hepple, MCC re Stronger Communities Grants 27-29/9/2016
To/From Lisa Schiff, MCC re Fame Cove 30/9/2016
From Donna Hudson, MCC re What does MidCoast mean? 2-6/10/2016
From/To Drew Morris MCC re Boating Plans 5-6/10/2016
To MCC Stronger Communities Grant Application 7/10/2016

Kerryan mentioned the letter Doug wrote to her re her objections to the Community precinct.  She wanted to ensure that all  
correspondence be tabled, and be objective rather than subjective.  It was suggested that Kerryan be invited to discuss this with 
the committee. 

Moved: Maureen Kelly Seconded: Tony Hann Carried

That the matter be taken to the committee

Moved: Tony Hann Seconded: Bob Reid Carried

That the correspondence be accepted

A vote of thanks to Doug was moved for the excellent submission for the Community Precinct.  The project is called 
Give us a heart.  This was warmly endorsed. 

4 Reports

Treasurer's Report 

Moved: Kath Kohlhoff Seconded: Peter Chappelow Carried

That the Treasurer's report be accepted.



4.1 Waterfront Amenities Still awaiting the paperwork from Crown Lands.  We heard in December 2015 that approval had 
been granted but there is still no letter.

4.2 Boat Ramp and Water Access  Royal HaskoningDHV have organised a drop-in session from 10am to 1pm on 18 
October to show us their proposed options for Boat Ramp and Jetty. Community members encouraged to call in at the 
Community Centre during that time and to give their feedback to the consultants. Community support will be needed to 
secure a positive recommendation from the consultants followed by an effective campaign to secure funding.

4.3 Hall Committee The 20th Anniversary of the opening of the Hall will take place on 16 October. The Hall was an 
initiative of the Association and this is a wonderful opportunity to applaud the foresight, efforts and contributions of the 
committee and members of that time.

Hall committee were awarded a grant to get a mobile phone booster for the hall area.  Because Council is a Telstra 
customer, we can get Telstra coverage but this doesn’t meet the needs of community members who use other carriers.  
Optus would not deal with  Doug as he was not a customer. Doug asked for a local Optus customer to write on our behalf
to Optus saying that coverage was inadequate.  He has sent two letters to Federal member explaining situation but no 
reply.   David Crawford to follow through with Doug.

4.4 Community Site Management Plan sub-committee  A funding application was submitted on 7 October seeking a 
Stronger Communities Grant for the “Community Precinct” including the Village Green and Community Centre sites.

Moved: Peter Freeman Seconded: Karen Thorpe Carried
That reports be accepted.

5 General Business

5.1 Changes to the Model Constitution Some years ago the Association agreed to utilise the Model Constitution for 
Incorporated Associations. As from 1 September, this model constitution (and therefore our constitution) has changed. 
The major changes relate to allowing use of technology for meetings and records.

Moved: Pat Brennan Seconded: Maureen Kelly Carried
That the change to the Association's Constitution be noted

5.2 Guest: Kate Washington, MP

Kate spoke about the amount of concern raised by the new council divisions which effectively exclude large parts of the 
local government areas. Amalgamations and privatisations are causing problems throughout the State.

Kate said that she has not heard anything from Council about Fame Cove for the last 12 months.  She has spoken with and 
met with an owner concerned about environmental and cultural damage.  She has spoken to the Minister, and the media but 
with no effective results.

Boat ramp and jetty – Kate acknowledged that Crown Lands are slow moving, under-resourced, and inefficient.

Other matters addressed include Hospitals (public private partnerships are being implemented); Greyhounds (Kate 
believes there is a path forward that doesn’t include total ban);Williamtown contamination (announced in September 2015
is serious because of aquifer – Grahamstown dam is quite separate.  Restrictions apply to people in the red zone for 
consuming local fish, cattle etc.  Large class action about to be launched against Defence, and Mambo wetlands (Koala 
habitat, sold to private person whose intentions are unclear).

Shadow responsibilities – Early Childhood Education and the Hunter. NSW has the most expensive pre-schools and the 
lowest participation rate in Australia.  In NZ and UK it is free – proven that investment in pre-schools is important.

Kate is booked for the 50th anniversary of the Residents’ Association next year.

Peter Chappelow asked about Tennis Club’s submission for Community Building Partnership grant – Kate has a say, and it 
also goes to an independent panel.  She has a $300 000 bucket and received 2.4 million dollars worth of submissions from 
Port Stephens.  Mentioned $50 000 grant available through Sport and Rec.

Kate mentioned Karuah boat ramp and fire station – both unsafe and in need of funds. A separate amenities block is being 
erected for the fire station.

Peter Freeman asked where responsibility for Crown Lands sits – with State Minister for Primary Industry, Lands & Water–
Niall Blair.

Tony raised his impression that  it appeared decisions were being made by uninformed people. Kate agreed that impacts on 
regional communities were being ignored eg kids without seat belts on school buses.  Decisions seem media driven rather 
than long term vision and planning.

6 Next General Meeting will be held on 10 December 2016 at 10am.

7 Closure at 11.30 am.


