
 North Arm Cove Residents Association:         A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t i n g
Saturday, 13 August 2016 at 10:00 am at the Community Hall

M i n u t e s

 1. Welcome 

Attendance: 23 members (including committee members Doug and Kath Kohlhoff, Len Yearsley, Susan 
Carter, Tony Hann, Maureen Kelly, Gary Sylvaney).

Apologies: Lorraine Conroy, Dora Crawford, Pam Crewes, Colin Hall, Moira Hooper, Christine Sylvaney, 
Cheryl Yearsley

 2. Minutes

Moved:  Len Yearsley Seconded:  Tony Hann Carried
That the minutes of the Annual General Meeting 10 October 2015 be confirmed

 2.1. Business arising from the 2015 AGM - Nil

 3. Reports

 3.1. Treasurer's Annual Report 

 

Moved: Kath Kohlhoff Seconded: Peter Chappelow Carried
That the Treasurer's Annual Report be accepted and submitted to Fair Trading.

3.2 President’s Report for the year 2015/16

I would like to begin by thanking everyone here today and indeed all the members of our Association for their on-going 
support. I also thank the sponsors of our community website whose contributions help to sustain the website as well as 
activities of the Association itself.

Since last year's AGM 10 months ago, the most significant event, which will have a long-term impact on our Village, 
was the merger which formed the new MidCoast Council. That merger was not something the community either sought 
or supported. There was just a veneer of community involvement that made a mockery of consultation. We heard not a 
word of response to our valid concerns; no public report whatsoever from the Local Government Delegate who received

Annual Report
from 1/7/2015 to 30/6/2016

Balances Opening Closing
Friends of Fame Cove 700.22 675.22

NACRA 3608.90 4281.58
Proj Casuarina Tank 1000.00 0.00

Website cost provision 206.50 119.50

5515.62 5076.30
Beyond Bank 5515.62 5076.30

Total 5515.62 5076.30

30 Jun
Donations 20.00

Interest 13.60
Member subscriptions 550.00
Website Sponsorship 1105.00

Total Income 1688.60

30 Jun
Fair Trading 54.00

GLCouncil Grant Proj. 1009.09
Hall Hire 111.00

Insurance 596.89
Website fees 207.00

Gen. exp. Fame Cove 25.00
Gen. expense NACRA 124.94

Total Expenditure 2127.92
Closing Balance  = 5076.30
Financial members  = 75

Plus Income to 

Less Expenditure to 



our submissions. We then noted with some surprise that these Government-appointed Delegates were subsequently 
appointed as Administrators in newly-merged councils.

Whatever the validity of our arguments, the merger was clearly a fait accompli. We must now deal with the reality that 
our small village is less than a half-percent of the population of this large, new Council. We are located on the Council's 
southern boundary at the furthest possible distance from Council's major centres of population. The case for the Village 
having a strong Association representing its interests has never been greater. Now, more than ever, we need as many 
members as we can muster to give the Association the authority to argue forcefully on our behalf.

Over the past year or two, much of the old Council's effort and attention had been diverted from serving its community 
towards responding to the demands of the State Government. It will still be many months before the structure of the 
new Council is finalised and probably years before new administrative systems are completely bedded in. On a more 
pleasing note, at least some of those recently appointed to senior Council positions are already familiar with the needs 
of our Village.

One of the issues raised with Council during the year was the prevalence of temporary structures located within or 
adjacent to the Village. Due to the merger, Council's pursuance of this matter has, for now, all but stalled. Two relevant 
staff have left Council but, because of requirements in the merger legislation, Council cannot yet replace them. 

During the past year Council has been able to complete work on the first two stages of the Storm Water Management 
Plan. It also addressed, when requested by the Association, a number of local roads and drainage issues. 

For decades the Association has been pursuing a boat ramp and jetty for the Cove: goals consistently identified as of the
highest priority by the Cove community. Earlier this year there was a frisson of excitement with the initiation of an 
external investigation to identify appropriate sites. If such sites are identified, we will need strong village-wide support 
if we are to obtain the necessary funding. It will not only be the community's best chance of obtaining these resources – 
but probably its last chance as well. Hopefully, in September, we should get an inkling of what the consultants are 
proposing.

We now have an operational Village Community Protection Plan thanks to the great work of Ian Cook from RFS. The 
Asset Protection Zone, which has helped make the Hall a place of last resort, included clearing of the wide road-reserve 
opposite the Hall. The Association Executive raised the possibility of turning this area into a Village Green when it met 
last November with Great Lakes Mayor, Councillors and senior management. The feedback we received then was very 
positive.

The Village has waited many years for Council to develop a management plan for the Community Hall site. Late last 
year the Association initiated a process to develop such a plan locally in conjunction with the Hall Committee, Tennis 
Club and Garden Group - and it then obtained wider community input at our December meeting. The resulting plan 
encompasses both sides of The Ridgeway. It proposes a Community Precinct: a focal point for our Village. The plan 
was presented to the old Council and while it received positive verbal support it has yet to receive formal support or 
funding commitment. In July, the first step towards the Village Green was undertaken by a community-initiated working
bee. Thank you to all those who volunteered and to the local Fire Brigade for their assistance.

It is more than frustrating to have to note in an Association annual report, for the third year in a row, that we are still 
awaiting any physical work to commence on the planned dinghy/kayak launching facilities at Water St and Casuarina 
Park reserves. But some things were achieved, at least in Casuarina Park. The work on repairing and cleaning the water 
tank was completed. This has included provision of a Storz fitting so the water can be used for fire fighting. A “Friends 
of Casuarina” has been formed although it is hoping for more volunteers. Thank you to David Read for again making a 
significant contribution to this reserve. 

Thank you also to Janine Reid for keeping a watch on water and aquaculture issues.

Our Village is particularly fortunate to have so many who are willing to give up their time in a good cause. Whether it is
through this Association, through another local group or at their own initiative, their contributions add enormously to 
the social wealth of our community. They all deserve our thanks.

The members of the Executive Committee have been very busy volunteers over the past year: 

 1. Our diligent secretary Susan also did a great job leading the development of the Community Precinct Management 
Plan and I am told the jam and cream scones she brings to our meetings are delicious. 

 2. In preparing his detailed plans, Gary traipsed every inch of the Asset Protection Zone around the Hall. Gary has 
also overseen many of the initiatives in Casuarina Park. 

 3. Tony once again led a successful Clean-up Australia Day and I really depend upon Tony's ongoing contributions
to keeping our website both operational and financial.

 4. In addition to Maureen's contribution to the committee, her Cove News continues to be an invaluable conduit for
the Association, as well as general community news.



 5. Our hard-working Vice President Len has taken the reins when I have been away, kept a close eye on Fame 
Cove developments and he has been a driving force in getting work on the Community Precinct under way.

 6. And where would I be without Kath who, as well as being a formidable guardian of our finances, valiantly 
endeavours to keep me pointed in the right direction and to stop me waffling on.

This has been a great Executive Committee to work with and I wish to record my deep appreciation of their many 
significant contributions to the Cove community.

We have welcomed quite a few guest speakers to our Association meetings over the past year. In December last 
Council's Community Engagement Officer Tracey Farrant explained her role. In February a large crowd listened 
attentively to Daniel Brauer from MidCoast Water. Candidates for the Federal Election faced local voters with David 
Gillespie and Peter Alley our guests in April and Julie Lyford in June. Also in June, former Deputy Mayor Len Roberts 
explained the current functioning of the new Council. 

From the above you can see that the past year has been a very busy one for the Association - even if the achievements 
are not all we would have wished. As we approach the 50th Anniversary of our Association, on the 20th August next year,
there are some positive signs for the future for our Village but big challenges as well. With a supportive Cove 
community, the Association should meet those challenges head-on and add to the many successes of the Association 
over the past forty-nine years.

Moved:  Pat Brennan Seconded:  Peter Freeman Carried
That the committee be thanked for their work on behalf of the community

Moved:  Len Yearsley Seconded: Jan Carter Carried
That the President’s report be accepted.

4  Elections All positions were declared vacant and Peter Chappelow was invited to act as Returning Officer. 

Peter endorsed motion thanking the committee and asked for round of applause for Doug 

There were 7 nominations:
President Doug Kohlhoff

Vice President Len Yearsley

Treasurer Kath Kohlhoff

Secretary Susan Carter

Committee } Tony Hann
} Maureen Kelly

members  } Gary Sylvaney

On a show of hands the committee was unanimously elected.

The next Annual General Meeting will be held on 12 August 2017 at 10am. 

Closure The Annual General Meeting closed at 10.25 am.

Approved as a true and correct record:

______________________________________ __________________________

President Date


