
NORTH ARM COVE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING
Saturday, 11 April 2015 at the Community Hall commencing at 10:00 am 

MINUTES

 1. Present: 24 people including committee members Gary Sylvaney, Susan Carter, Tony Hann, Kath and Doug 
Kohlhoff, Len Yearsley

Apologies: Maureen Kelly, Jan Carter, Jim Hunter

 2. Guest Speaker: Bob Baldwin, Federal member for Paterson addressed the following issues:

Mobile phones 

 If using Optus, the footprint through Paterson is patchy, and there is a blackspot in the Cove.

 If using Telstra, there will be fewer problems if mobiles are set to 3G – there is no 4G here.  Telstra 
has no plans to build a tower in NAC, and there were no submissions from NAC in response to the 
Government request for feedback re reception problems.

 Tony Hann raised the question of RFS notifications as the Cove is a high risk area for bushfire.  Bob 
said Telstra had received only four complaints from this area and if we want action from Telstra, we 
should lodge more complaints.

Television

 An upgrade to Gan Gan and a new tower at Medowie is planned to increase power, provide greater 
directional aspects and use microwave to reduce multiple ducting (pixelation).  Completion date is 
the end of 2015. 

 Fifty percent of all TV complaints in Australia come from Paterson largely because of the 
convergence of signals from Wollongong and Gosford.  The new towers may reduce this.

 It is important to have the correct lead and a digital antennae and tune in to local channels ie Gan 
Gan not Sugarloaf (Newcastle).  

 There will be an education campaign for both installers and users.

Radio

 Doug raised the problem of poor AM reception - 1233 is supposed to be station of choice for 
emergencies – but many people can’t get it.  Bob said we should try 97.5FM which is broadcast off 
Gan Gan.

Health issues 

 Many people indicated dissatisfaction at the number of doctors and their short term stays in the area. 
Tea Gardens, for example, has a Christmas population of about 6000 and in December 2014 had only
two doctors.  Bob responded by pointing to HealthOne, the new super clinic in Raymond Terrace and
pointed out that Government cannot dictate staffing or hours for private practices.

 3. Minutes

Moved: Gary Sylvaney Seconded: Len Yearsley Carried
That the minutes of the meeting of 14 February be confirmed

 3.1. Business arising - nil

 4. Correspondence
From NAC RFS Brigade – Receipt for $100 donation 16/10/2014
To Andrew Staniland re meeting on Hall Site issues 15/2/2015
To Andrew Staniland re Dinghy Ramp Construction, possible carpark 15/2/2015
From CBP, Completion of Project CBP 2012 16155: final approval 25/2/2015
From Council re DA proposed change to Fame Cove Access Road 17/2/2015
To Council Nacra Response to DA Bundabah  from Len Yearsley/Fame Cove S/C  23/2/2015
Cc'd From Peter Chappelow to John Nell Chair Estuary Mgt C 17/2/2015
To/from Council, extensive correspondence re signage; Tony Hann 23/2/2015-18/3/2015
From Len Roberts re sewerage announcement for small villages on Port Stephens 10/3/2015
To/from Bob Baldwin re communications and health issues/meeting 17/2/2015-9/4/2015
From Council re $1000 grant for water tank at Casuarina – including cheque 26/2/2015
From Andrew Staniland – apology re 2 March meeting; has asked for Replas quote 12/3/2015



From Len Roberts re Boating Strategy funding for Jetty/Boat Ramp investigation 12/3/2015
From GLC re Fame Cove Modification of Consent at 24/3 Council Mtg 18/3/2015
To MidCoast Water re sewerage infrastructure 20/3/2015

Business arising Stephanie Hunter asked what Len Roberts said about sewerage.  Doug said Len had suggested he 
contact Ken Jordan, the Liberal candidate for the state seat. Doug contacted Midcoast Water who knew nothing 
about it. Peter Chappelow said NAC is top priority for sewerage connection in the area but the cost ($40-50 million 
for 300 houses) was prohibitive.

Moved: Tony Hann Seconded: Kath Kohlhoff Carried
That the correspondence be received.

 5. Reports

 5.1. Treasurer's Report

Note the transfer of $120 to “web site cost provision”.

Moved: Kath Kohlhoff Seconded: Maria Pickles Carried
That the Treasurers report be accepted

 5.2. Website There has been a significant increase in use of the website over the past few months. There may still 
be one to two spots still available for new sponsors.

 5.3. Firewise  Ian Cook will be holding an important meeting on the Draft Village Plan at the Hall 10am 18 April 
2015 

 5.4. Road Map and Street Signage  Tony reported that following the vandalism to the Cove map in February, Tony
Hann has straightened map and poles which are now too short.  He plans to see if Council has old poles 
available.  Wade Holmes, Council’s engineering dept, has approved relocation to a site 50m further down road 
and has contacted depot re re-erection. New signs indicating village map have been purchased.

 5.5. Community Garden Project  Completion and Acquittal has now been submitted.

 5.6. Aquaculture  Peter Chappelow cc'd us with his response to the Estuary Committee comments regarding the 
Village community.

Treasurer's Report
from 1/2/2015 to 31/3/2015

Balances Opening Closing
Friends of Fame Cove 725.22 725.22

NACRA 3623.57 3187.44
Proj Map Sign 315.90 315.90

Proj Casuarina Tank 0.00 1000.00
Website cost provision 86.50 206.50

4751.19 5435.06
Beyond Bank 4751.19 5435.06

Total 4751.19 5435.06

31 Mar
GLCouncil Grant 1000.00

Interest 0.76
Member subscriptions 15.00
Website Sponsorship 265.00

Total Income 1280.76

31 Mar
Insurance 596.89

Total Expenditure 596.89
Closing Balance  = 5435.06
Financial members  = 55

Plus Income to 

Less Expenditure to 



 5.7. Waterfront Amenities Project  NACRA has been awarded a $1000 grant to replace the rusted watertank at 
Casuarina but this is some $750 short of the estimated for cost of the total project. Other funding sources are 
being investigated.  On 25 March, Andrew Staniland met with Tony Hann and Doug Kohlhoff to agree on the 
next steps with the dinghy/kayak hand-launching ramps at Casuarina and Water Street. It is hoped that as a result
of this meeting there will now be some visible progress on this project.

 5.8. Community Site Management Plan sub-committee Also on 25 March, Andrew Staniland met with Maureen 
Kelly, Moira Hooper, Susan Carter and Doug Kohlhoff to discuss issues related to the siting of a play area near 
the Hall and the future planning of the site. We are waiting advice from Andrew whether the preferred site is 
acceptable. There was much discussion about children’s safety but it was felt it was parents’ responsibility to 
supervise.

 5.9. Fame Cove Len reported that at the 24 March GLC Council Meeting approval was granted for the relocation of
430m of the access road to service the 3000sq.m two-storey house to be located on the hilltop adjacent to the 
neck of North Arm Cove. The access road is to have a cleared width of 15m and a pavement of 6.5m and comply
with council design.  Four 200 bed motels are planned.

The relocation of the roadway was sought to avoid steep sections that did not comply with RFS standards for 
fire truck access. Conditions imposed by council include strong conservation and remediation provisions for the 
previous track and specifies engineer design for the new location. Council also specified strictly the conditions 
for the additional clearing of the hilltop building and surrounding bushfire Asset Protection Zone stating

“Special emphasis shall be directed to retaining trees (where safe) in the APZ including those of special habitat
calibre as well as trees that provide a visual screen to the approved development”. 

Council officers, an ecologist and bushfire consultant will identify and mark every tree to be removed and 
specifically seek to minimise the removal of trees on the land. No work will be allowed to commence on the 
land until this identification has been made and approved by council.

GLC full report regarding the above can be found in Council minutes 24/3/15. NACRA Fame Cove/North Arm 
Cove Sub Committee and four individual residents made representations to GLC regarding this matter.

Moved: Pat Brennan Seconded:  Stephanie Hunter Carried
That reports be accepted.

 6. General Business

 6.1. Communication Survey Doug mentioned that if people have not completed the survey either online or on 
paper it is not too late to do so. Thanks go to Maureen for arranging for GLC to print the survey with Cove 
News.

 6.2. Land for Wildlife  - Maria Pickles reported that Council is working to encourage private landholders to protect
native flora and fauna on their land to provide a corridor to preserve native habitat.  Doug and Maria are 
members of an advisory committee. There is a possibility of local workshop for residents being organised with 
the Council ecologist.

 6.3. Drainage issue: Trevor expressed concern about the Council work at the Carrington/NAC intersection, 
particularly the soft sides to the drainage work. 

 7. Next Meeting

 7.1. Next General Meeting 13 June 2015

A reminder that there will be no August meeting this year due to the absence of several of the committee 
members at that time. The Annual General Meeting will now be held on 10 October this year.

 8. Closure

Minutes prepared by Doug Kohlhoff and Susan Carter
Approved as a true and correct record:

................................................................. .....................
Doug Kohlhoff (Chairperson) Date


