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NORTH ARM COVE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING  
 at the Community Hall following the AGM on Saturday 10 August 2013 

 
 

Present:  Stephanie Hunter (Chair), Doug Kohlhoff, Kath Kohlhoff, Barry Young, Annette Searle,  
Tony Hann. 
 
Apologies: Maria Pickles, Len Yearsley, Maureen Kelly, Peter Chappelow, Sandy Chappelow 
Suzannah Bolsius, Rein Bolsius. 
 
Meeting opened at 10.32 am with Stephanie Hunter as Chair. 

Minutes of last meeting: 
Moved Annette Searle, seconded Doug Kohlhoff that the minutes of the meeting of 8/6/13 be 
confirmed.  Carried 
 
Business arising from General Meeting 

1.  Motions on Notice 

2.  Correspondence 
Planning legislation: 
June - Email from Stephanie Hunter to Craig Baumann with concerns re planning legislation 
and his reply. 
 
Grants: 
August 1 – email from Doug Kohlhoff to Lisa Anderson with Grant application for waterfront 
amenities improvements. 
August 2 – reply from Matthew Taylor re above application. 
July 31 grant submission to CBPP on behalf of Garden Network.  
 
Miscellaneous: 
June – Invitation to EcoNetwork AGM on Friday 26 July 
July 31 – email to Bay Marshall, Labor Member for Paterson inviting him to speak at AGM. 
July 25 – email to John Brown, Greens Member for Paterson inviting him to speak at AGM 
August 1 – email from Ivy Stevenson to GLC requesting bus shelter near Goorengi Rd 
intersection. 
August 3 – email from Bob Baldwin’s office re attendance at AGM 
August 3 – email from Len Yearsley confirming his nomination as Committee Member. 
 

Moved Doug Kohlhoff that correspondence be accepted.  Seconded Barry Young.  Carried.  
 

Business arising from correspondence: 
 
In relation to NACRA’s written concerns to Council re the planning legislation, Stephanie noted that 
there has only been a ‘pro forma’ response and that the environment and heritage seem to be taking 
second place to financial concerns.  Although submissions have closed, the Better Planning Network 
are advising people to write to Brad Hazzard with their concerns over these changes. 
 
Jim Hunter suggested we invite General Manager Glenn Handford GLC to a NACRA meeting to 
discuss the endless delays in dealing with Council.  Doug pointed out that face to face meetings with 
Glenn have been arranged by previous committees, and this does not necessarily have to involve an 
official NACRA meeting. 
 
Stephanie pointed out that we had a previous meeting with Glenn and Lisa over several issues and 
many of these are still unresolved.  Jim Pegram moved a motion:  that Council members be invited to 
a special meeting of the Residents Association to discuss concerns NACRA has with local council.  
Tony Hann seconded.  Carried. 
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3.  Reports 

 3.1 Treasurer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Moved Kath Kohlhoff that the treasurer’s report be accepted.  Seconded Barry Young. 
 Carried. 

 

3.2  Social Club 

A soup and games night is planned for Friday 16 August.  Stephanie called for anyone to donate a 
table tennis table.  Lawrie Searle offered one, also Jim Hunter.  There will a charge of $5 per head. 
 
3.3  Website 

Work continues on the website despite a few technical problems.  A regular emailed newsletter 
giving titles of the latest articles added to the site is still on the drawing board.  Doug is also working 
on a word game for the website. 
 
3.4 Aquaculture Report – Janine Reid 
 
The NSW Department of Primary Industries has released the Aquaculture Production Report for 
2011/2012. Sydney rock oyster production is down and continuing a downward trend statewide. In 
Port Stephens, production is also down. 
 
Statewide, Sydney rock oyster production fell from 45,389 bags to 39,475 bags, a 13% drop. I have 
the records back to 1999/2000, and this is the lowest level of production in that time- in fact 34% 
less than the average production for the last 10 years.  In Port Stephens, Sydney rock oyster 
production fell from 6515 bags to 6129 bags in 2011/2012, a 6% drop.  This was offset by a 900 bag 
increase in Pacific rock oyster production (a lower value oyster).  
 
The average farm gate price continues to climb, if somewhat slowly. In 2011/2012, it was $734, 
which was an increase of 3% on the previous year. 
 
It is difficult to say why oyster production is still falling despite the Oyster Industry Sustainable 
Aquaculture Strategy being implemented in 2006. The NSW Department of Primary Industries is still 
reviewing the Oyster Industry Sustainable Aquaculture Strategy and hopes to have a document 
ready for public consultation in August 2013. The Strategy was based on a target production in 
NSW of 120,000 bags by 2013. The total production in 2011/2012 of 39,475 bags is only 33% of this 
target, i.e. slightly less than a third. 
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Production results for this year are unlikely to have improved. NSW DPI has been investigating 
reports of mortalities in oysters in Port Stephens since January this year. Losses have been very 
high, particularly of Pacific oysters and the cause is unknown. Disease and floods have impacted 
other estuaries, so the outlook is not good. 
 
Again, we need to question why such large areas of our waterways are zoned as “Priority” oyster 
growing areas when production is so low and still falling. Port Stephens is over represented with 
these priority areas. Large numbers of these leases are barely used. An inspection of the leases at 
North Arm Cove in April this year confirmed that the leases are mostly fallow or derelict. 
In fact, state-wide, 34% of permit holders reported nil production or did not submit a report, and 
another 25% of permit holders reported production of less than 50 bags. There are a lot of unused 
oyster leases in NSW besides the ones at North Arm Cove.  NSW DPI has finally realized that this 
situation cannot go on indefinitely and it has endorsed a policy of “use it or lose it”. According to the 
DPI website, this policy change will be accompanied by extensive consultation with industry before 
its implementation. 
 
In a recent email from Ian Lyall, Manager of Aquaculture at DPI he stated there have been some 
positive water quality outcomes from the Oyster Industry Sustainable Aquaculture Strategy (OISAS), 
particularly with reviews of on-site sewage management systems in areas such as North Arm Cove.  
To quote:  “While bag numbers may not be what we and industry had hoped for, other factors such 
as an increased number of direct harvest areas, export areas, estuaries adopting Environmental 
Management Systems and adoption of industry best practice are very positive outcomes”.  
 

4.  Other Reports 

4.1  Firewise 

Nothing to report at present. 
 
4.2  Status of road map 

We are still awaiting feedback from Richard Old, Tourism & Marketing Manager for Great 
Lakes, before we can make progress on the sign.  Richard is in the process of selecting from 
suggestions we put forward and will take on management of the process, e.g. dealing with 
sign writer etc.  NACRA should retain some control of this process.  It has dragged on far too 
long. 
 
4.3  Grant applications  

After the last general meeting, a new round of Community Building Partnerships (CBP) grants 
were announced, closing on 30 July.  This is three months earlier than in preceding years.  
NACRA has submitted an application, prepared by Maria Pickles and the Garden Club, for a 
grant asking for $5,200 for a water tank and associated work.  In view of this application, the 
Executive decided not to proceed with any other CBP grant application for NACRA in this 
round. 
 
As resolved at the general meeting on 8 June 2013, a Better Boating Grant application has 
been submitted for dinghy/kayak launching facilities at Water Street and Casuarina Park.  
 

4.4  Boat ramp and jetty 

Aquatic surveys, organised by David Bortfeld, for Casuarina, Water Street and Medina 
identified no aquatic impediments for work at any of those sites.  NACRA preference for a full 
boat ramp and jetty is Medina Bay and we are awaiting a further response from David Bortfeld 
on this.  
 
Tony enquired as to whether we have seen these reports and Stephanie advised they are 
available on the Council website 
 
4.6  Heros Beach/Medina Bay 

Nothing to report at present. 
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Moved Jim Hunter that reports be accepted.  Seconded Pat Brennan.  Carried.  
 

 

5.  General Business 
Tony Hann advised out that a Surveyor has been working in North Arm Cove surveying the 
road to see if more adequate drainage can be installed, particularly in the area around number 
45 Cove Boulevard. Jim Pegram noted that there is a section around Promontory Way where 
the side of road is badly eroded.  We should contact the Tea Gardens Engineer and advise of 
this problem. 

 

6.  Next Meeting 

 Next Executive Meeting – Tuesday 20 August 2013 at 2pm  

 Next General Meeting Saturday 12 October 2013 at 10am 

Meeting closed at 10.45 am to enable the Liberal and Labor candidates for the forthcoming Federal 
Election to speak.  The Greens candidate had been invited but by the time of the meeting, no 
response had been received. 
 

 

 

Submitted by Annette Searle 
Approved as a true and correct record 
          

Stephanie Hunter (Chairperson).     Date 


