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“Youth with a Mission (YWAM ) is a worldwide Christian movement operating in more than 180 countries since 1960.
The MV YWAM PNG Medical ship is actively developing communities by addressing health care and training needs in Papua New Guinea in partnership with the relevant national and provincial government administration. The program is guided by PNG’s National Health Plan 2011-2020 and honours the PNG Australia Partnership for development.
The YWAM PNG Medical ship has the capacity to overcome isolation and lack of infrastructure through the use of a ship, allowing local health workers and other volunteer personnel access to many communities which currently struggle to receive basic service delivery” YWAM Medical Ships 2014 Annual Report
Last year YWAM through many generous donations was able to raise 6 million dollars to purchase a vessel which has now been converted into a medical ship. The PNG Government granted $1.5 million and the Australian Government contributed $1 million towards ongoing health care . The health areas addressed from the ship include primary health care, maternal health, child health, dentistry, optometry, ophthalmology, Tuberculosis, Lymphatic Filariasis,  HIV/AIDS, Malaria. Other training areas include water ,sanitation and small engine activities. 
Anyone can volunteer to help not just health professionals as there are many jobs to keep the ship going. The cost is $750 for 2 weeks on board plus airfares to Port Moresby. I have been accepted to go on the ship in June. An exciting adventure awaits.
Have a look at YWAM Medicalships.org
Karen L Thorpe
 

	

	

	Dear Karen, 
 
It is with great delight that we share with you that the MV YWAM PNG has returned to Papua New Guinea (PNG) for five months of outreach in the Southern Region and Huon Gulf! It is so good to be here again. 

This voyage is a very special and exciting one – it represents the debut of our brand-new dentistry clinic, day procedure unit, and a new boat that will be used for health patrols to remote areas. We were incredibly honoured to have the Federal Minister for International Development and the Pacific, Honourable Steven Ciobo, onboard just before our departure to celebrate the completion of this exciting milestone. Watch his speech here.

Before leaving Australian shores we spent three nights in Cairns to launch the Cairns Corporate Challenge (read more about this below!) followed by five very full days of meetings aboard in Port Moresby including the official opening of the new clinics. 

We have now been operating ships in PNG for six years. When we consider where we started to where we are now, we are utterly amazed and thankful for every individual person who has invested in both small and large ways that has led us to where we are today.  
 

The words ‘little by little’ have been encouraging us over the last number of years; when the goal seems far out of reach, we just keep moving forward one step at a time. 

You may remember that our very first donation towards the purchase of the MV YWAM PNG was from a group of mamas in the Gulf Province; they collected money from surrounding villages and hospital patients and presented it to the crew with singing and dancing the day before they sailed to their next location. Their donation came to a total of over K2,000! We think of these faithful ones today – who knew that their donation was small in comparison to the millions of dollars that was needed, but did what they could to meet the goal – little by little. Their donation was a representation of the hope of what could be. How exciting it will be to show them around the new clinics next week when we arrive in the Gulf Province! 

As we embark on this next season of outreaches, will you join us in the dream of reaching thousands of people in PNG with healthcare and training? We know that it can’t be done by ourselves, it takes countless others to make this a reality. Join us as a volunteer, donate, or simply advocate for YWAM Medical Ships in your local community. Little by little we can achieve so much together!

We look forward to sharing the next five months with you (follow us on Facebook!) We have much anticipation and joy in our hearts for what is to come! And so the journey continues…
 
With much love and appreciation, 
 
Ken & Robyn 

P.S Pictures of the new onboard clinic are below! 
 



