MINUTES OF NORTH ARM COVE RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING

held at the Community Hall at 10.00 am on 10 December 2011 
MEETING OPENED at 10.10 am and explained the scheduled police speaker was unable to attend this time.
ATTENDANCE:     12 members and 1 non-member as per attendance sheets plus committee members: Len Yearsley, Louise Harvey, Susan Carter, Peter Freeman, Kerryan Griffin, Tony Hann.
APOLOGIES:  Doug and Kath Kohlhoff, Jeanine Reid , Bruce Brown, Jim Hunter, Allan Woodrow, John Blackbourne
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING held on 8 October 2011 were distributed and accepted
Moved:   Kerryan Griffin
Seconded:  Deirdre McCulloch
Carried

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES: - nil
CORRESPONDENCE IN

	From
	Date
	Re
	Action

	Craig Beaumann
	13 October 2011
	He is working with Environment office to ensure best outcomes re Fame Cove
	FILE: Fame Cove

	David Swain, Premier’s office 
	13 October 2011
	Receipt of our letter to Barry O’Farrell acknowledged
	FILE: Fame Cove

	Kath McFarlen, for Brad Hazard Planning Minister
	11 October 2011
	No record of previous correspondence 
	Copies of all correspondence forwarded

	Lisa Schiff Council Director Planning and environment service
	17 November 2011
	Invitation to NACRA Committee members to Community meeting on 30 November 2011.
	NACRA committee members advised

	Kath McFarlane for Brad Hazzard
	21 November 2011
	Thanks for correspondence and suggesting meeting with Craig Beauman as Brad Hazzard is too busy
	FILE  Fame Cove

	Dr Lisa Szabo, NSW Food Authority
	25 November 2011
	Water quality testing will continue and results are available.  New initiate to determine if faecal pollution is linked to rainfall, and the relative contribution of human and non-human faecal matter.
	FILE:  Water quality


CORRESPONDENCE OUT

	To/From
	Date
	Re

	Ian Lyall, Manager Aquaculture, Port Stephens Research Centre/Jeanine Reed
	25 September 2011 – sent after October general meeting
	Requesting review of North Arm Cove oyster leases

	Glen Handford by email/Len Yearsley
	10 October 2011
	Agenda for meeting with NACRA Committee on 13 October 2011

	Geoff Lowe/Len Yearsley
	17 October 2011
	Expressing thanks for Geoff’s work on behalf of the North Arm Cove community

	Kath Mcfarlen/Len Yearsley
	19 October 2011
	Forwarding copies of previous correspondence

	Brad Hazard/Len Yearsley
	19 October 2011
	Forwarding copies of previous correspondence

	Alan Coutts, NSW Food Authority/Len Yearsley
	29 October 2011
	Requesting water quality testing in shell fish harvesting areas of North Arm Cove


ReportS

TREASURER – Louise Harvey

	Interim Treasurer's Report
	8 October - 10 December 2011

	Total Balance as of Last Meeting
	 $                                    24,748.25 

	NACRA
	 $                                    23,925.03 

	Friends of Fame Cove
	 $                                         823.22 

	Petty Cash
	 $                                             9.55 

	
	

	Plus
	

	New Subscriptions
	 $                                         140.00 

	Total Income
	 $                                         140.00 

	
	

	Less
	

	Website Expenses
	 $                                         211.31 

	Total Expenditure
	 $                                         211.31 

	
	

	Total for NACRA Including FOFC & Petty Cash
	 $                                   24,676.94 

	Members
	77


Motion that the financial report be accepted
Moved:   Louise Harvey
Seconded:  Tony Hann
Carried

Len explained that $21 000 of this money was for the Hall extension and BBQ area and would be spent by February 2012.
FIREWISE  - Len Yearsley reported that:
As many residents have indicated they intend to evacuate should a serious bushfire threaten North Arm Cove, Guest speaker, Police Inspector Ryan Larken, the Disaster Management Coordinator will speak at a future meeting regarding Displan and Understanding Emergency  Evacuation.
Bushfire Survival Booklet - The RFS will supply 300 copies for distribution to all residents early in the Christmas holiday break. These will be distributed by the Firewise Sub Committee
A list of residents requiring Assisted Emergency Evacuation is being prepared - to date 14 residents have been identified. Finalisation of this list will require a visit to each person to ensure they have an understanding of the process.
Stage 2 of NAC burn off has been delayed until weather and program permits.  It may not be until after Christmas. 

HALL/BBQ – Len Yearsley explained that
The Hall BBQ Area was scheduled for completion by 23 December 2011 but this date has been extended by Communities NSW to 28 February 2012. The builder, Greg Bradley, now expects to commence the structural element of the project early in the New Year.

Working Bees will then be organised by the Hall Committee and NACRA to complete planter bins with seats.  $1000.00 to be provided by Council . Council has also agreed to provide $6000 to $8000 for the installation of a fixed electric BBQ.  Maureen Kelly added that the Hall transformer has sufficient for several houses – 63 amps – but the wiring into the building may need replacing.
Preliminary designs for planter bins, seating and BBQ location have been prepared by architect, Robert Van Zandvliet, and will need approval by the Hall Committee and Council prior to construction by Hall Committee/NACRA working bees.
BOAT RAMP AND WATER ACCESS  - Len Yearsley said that:
Funding of $8000.00 for Sea Grass studies and preparation of feasibility and landscape plans was approved by GLC at the Council Meeting on 22 November 2011. Marine studies are expected to be completed by early December with other planning to follow prior to the community consultation process.

AQUACULTURE – Len Yearsley spoke on behalf of Janine Reid.
She has prepared letters to NSW Food Authority and the Marine Research Centre re questing a review of Oyster Lease Arrangements and Current Water Test Results for North Arm Cove.  Current results indicate an improvement in water quality – there were only three significant events where e coli  in the water went above 150 (safe) since 2007.  Council has agreed with Newcastle Uni and NSW Food Authority to test for grey water soon.
FIVE YEAR PLAN – Len Yearsley explained the NACRA Committee has prioritised items on the Five Year Plan.
	Nearing completion
	Website
Hall BBQ area

	Priority A
	Boat Ramp

Fitness Trail linking existing public reserves

Children’s playground

Outdoor toilet – hall

Water Street Development

	Priority B
	Signage

Survey and official naming of all reserves

Casuarina Park jetty

Master Plan for Hall site and open space for games

Bus shelter on Highway

	Priority C
	Walking track Wide Bay Reserve

	Ongoing

	Secure community land for future ownership


Len said about six of the above were underway, grant Funding may be required for some projects and the Committee will continue to refine this plan as some projects overlap and link.  Comments were invited on the above.  Pat Brennan questioned whether NACRA was supporting the boat ramp.  Peter Freeman replied that NACRA was supporting the process of making a decision rather than the ramp per se.  Trish Woodrow asked about dinghy launching at Water Street and Len said that Council had allocated $30 000 to improve drainage at Water Street as a first step.  
NACRA COMMITTEE MEETING with Glen Handford  – Len Yearsley reported that 
Glen Handford, General Manager Great Lakes Council, met with the NACRA executive in North Arm Cove on 13 October 2011. A copy of the Agenda and Glen’s responses have been circulated and reported in Cove News.

· Confirmation that rate revenue from NAC  is $1 236 800 comprising $456 800 from the Urban Village area plus $780 000 from non Urban areas.
· No Council funded projects are planned and only maintenance will be carried out in NAC over the last 15 years . Planning and design has been undertaken for Casuarina Reserve and Water Street where $30 000 has been allocated for drainage works.

· Council is presently investigating improvements to the table drain in Cove Boulevard where overflows occur. This will be included in the current budget.

· Water quality monitoring in NAC is to be undertaken to identify grey water discharge into the Cove.

· Council is considering compulsory pump out of all non-sewerage treatment systems in NAC on a two weekly basis, to be included in rates.  It is to be evaluated by 2015.  New sub-divisions will not allow pump out, so right distance from water, right block size necessary for enviro cycles.
· Council has agreed and is considering the provision of an electrically operated BBQ to complete the current hall project.  $6000 to $8000 will be available additional to the current budget.

· Heros Beach boat ramp proposal - Council has approved $8000 for sea grass and feasibility studies  which are currently being undertaken. 
WEBSITE – Tony Hann explained that the site, www.northarmcove.nsw. au  would go live in the second week of February, that there is more work to do but that the main structure of the site is in place.  There are about 30 registered users and Doug has requested people add live content.  Peter Chappelow suggested we put the site address on the notice board, and Tony agreed to do this.
ADMIN REVIEW – Tony Hann explained the sub-committee has been working on two major issues:  
· The model constitution from the Office of Fair Trading has to be adapted to reflect local conditions.  This will be brought back to membership in future. 
· Notice of motion:  an attempt to balance the informality appropriate to a small community with the need for more formal meeting procedures to deal with issues that are either major or affect the wider community.  There was much discussion about the need for this.
Motion that Tony’s proposal, Chairing and Running of Meetings, be tabled for discussion at February General meeting

Moved:   Tony Hann
Seconded:  Peter Freeman
Carried

FAME COVE – Len Yearsley  said that Glen Handford, Great Lakes Council General Manager, advises the proponents’ concept plan has not changed since April 2009. He recommended they consult with NACRA as soon as base environmental studies are completed.

Current discussions with GLC indicate: 
· A proposed extension of the 200 lot sub division to the south and to the narrowest point of NAC.

· A willingness by developer to relinquish the approved house site in Fame Cove.

· Around 50% of the site to become National Park including Fame Creek.

· All sightlines within Fame Cove to be preserved from any development.

· Piggies Beach to be within National Park.

· Sub division to have sewerage treatment plant. We are unsure where water supply is to come from.

This NACRA sub committee remains unable to confirm the above until the developers plans are made available by the Minister of Planning for comment  .The developer’s plans are now expected for exhibition in April 2012.

CHANGES TO DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN  - Tony Hann reported on a meeting at Hawks Nest  30 November 2011 with Lisa Schiff, Director of Planning at GLC and Roger Busby Mgr of Strategic Planning and a Roads Engineer attended by Tony Hann, Kerryan Griffin and Peter Freeman for NACRA.
Tony said that GLC looked at the expansion plans for Tea Gardens and Hawks Nest – there are three major areas under consideration. The NACRA delegation asked some questions:
· Fame Cove progress? - No news beyond that given to us by Glenn Handford. Environmental report expected in March.

· Walker Corp plans for NAC? - Vague response. No direct answer. Lisa Schiff played down the likelihood of any serious consideration of development here. 

· Control Plan 31 amendments?  These are designed to address problems of pollution and soil run off from steep waterside blocks. When blocks are sub-divided, it is necessary to ensure lots are sufficiently big to accommodate dwellings, access driveways, water quality treatment measures, on-site management systems and asset protection zones as well as to maintain the character and amenity of the village. Changes should be put to Council in 2012.
· How can property owners determine what they can and can’t do to protect their blocks from erosion?  What is the relevant legislation and who are the relevant authorities?  Lisa Schiff will get back to NACRA.

· Kerryan asked about Easement access in North Arm Cove. There are several public access ways from the streets to the waterfront which are not obvious to the public. They are slowly being ‘adopted’ by adjacent landowners and even blocked from use. Can anything be done to signpost them open them up for the purpose they were intended? Again Lisa will get back to us.

· What are plans for dumping of rubbish once the old tip is closed and the transfer station is operational? What impact will there be on charges and the amount of rubbish dumped?
General Business

Toilet Len said he had been advised that Council has applied for a grant to build a stand- alone public access toilet on the hall site and he had been advised that NACRA should write a letter of support to Craig Beaumann. 

Action:  Len

School bus to Bulahdelah Kerryan explained that the Bulahdelah High School Bus takes 1.5 hours for the 40 minute trip.  She offered to verify facts and it was suggested that NACRA write to the Principal to encourage an improvement in this service.
Action:  Kerryan and Len

Next General Meeting –11 February 2012

With no further business, Len declared the meeting closed at 11. 50 am.
SUBMITTED – Susan Carter

Approved as a true and correct record:

..................................................................
...........................

Len Yearsley (Chairman)

Date
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