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Minutes - Ordinary General Meeting - Saturday 13 February 2021 

Meeting opened 2pm, closed 4:08pm  

Item Minutes Action Due date 

1. Welcome and 
apologies 

• President Bob Reid welcomed members to the meeting and reminded those in attendance 
of their COVID obligations for distancing and registration at hall entry. 

• Members gave approval to record audio of meeting for the purpose of minute keeping 

• Apologies from 10 members received before meeting, 1 member at the meeting 

• Number of attendees – 17 
 

  

2. Minutes from 
NACCAi 29 August 
2020 meeting  

• No questions or objection to previous minutes presented. 

• Motion passed to approve the issued version of the Ordinary General Meeting minutes held 
5 December 2020. 
- Moved by: Gary Sylvaney 
- Seconded by: Tony Hann 

President - place 
approved minutes on 
website 

Next 
meeting 

3. Membership 

• Current membership below: 
 

Paid to 

30 June 21 30 June 22 

94 2 

 

• There has been one new member since the last meeting 

• $80 in refunds were paid to previous non-urban members in December. 

• There have been two recent changes in the Committee - 
- Gary Sylvaney and Seamus Devlin have been appointed as ordinary Committee members 
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under the casual vacancy provisions. 
- Andy McNaughton has resigned as Secretary, but remains on the Committee. Bob Reid will 
look after this role in the interim.  
- Offers to take on the role of Secretary would be gratefully accepted. 
 

4. Correspondence 

Rather than listing correspondence in and correspondence out separately, all correspondence is 
listed together since for most of it there was correspondence both in and out. 

 
Correspondence: 
• Office of Responsible Gambling - Funding agreement for hall electricity and water upgrade 

• NAC Community Centre Committee - funding agreement, hall bookings, defibrillator 

• Local Community insurance Services - Public Liability Insurance renewal notice 

• Redy Host - website hosting invoice 

• The Defib Shop, NAC Tennis Club – defibrillator quotes and grant 

• Beyond bank - bank signatory changes for new Treasurer 

• ATO - change of registration details form 

• MCC – community plan submissions, drainage strategy report 

• Dept of Fair Trading – annual financial statement 

• Officeworks – NACCAi brochure quotation 
 

There were no questions on the correspondence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Finance 
• The Finance report had been distributed with the agenda.  

• There were no questions on the report. 
  

6. 6. Subcommittees 

  6.1 Reports 

• Roads and drainage - Report distributed with agenda. 
Drainage 
- Over the past few months the Roads and Drainage subcommittee (Gary Sylvaney and Seamus 
Devlin) had been reviewing the 2017 Council (BMT Consultants) drainage strategy report, 
inspecting drainage throughout the Cove, and meeting with residents who have been adversely 
affected by drainage issues. The subcommittee then prepared an updated drainage report that 
reviewed all of the previous recommendations, and listed many more issues that had not been 
identified previously. 
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- It was pleasing to see that MidCoast Council (MCC) had actioned many of the 
recommendations in the strategy over the past few years, but there was still much more to be 
done. 
- A draft of this report had been provided to MCC, and yesterday Gary, Seamus and the 
President met with three MCC officers to discuss the report. The meeting was very productive, 
the report was discussed and then site inspections were undertaken at some problem areas. 
- This report is to be placed on the website for resident review and feedback. 
- Further work to be done includes a review of driveway drainage pipe sizes, preparation by 
MCC of a fact sheet on drainage design and MCC and resident responsibilities, review of child 
safety issues with drainage pits, and an update from MCC on planned drainage capital works 
over the next few years. 
- On behalf of the community, President Bob thanked Gary and Seamus for all of the good work 
that they had done on the drainage report. 
Traffic 
- There was considerable discussion on bicycle safety on NAC roads, traffic signage, and traffic 
matters generally. Cyclists are noticing that with increased population and road users, and 
drivers driving too close to cyclists, and frequently speeding, it is getting quite dangerous for 
cyclists. The situation is also the same for people who walk on the road since there are no 
footpaths. It was suggested that we need cyclists and shared road signs both in NAC and at the 
entrance. Many members at the meeting expressed concerns about traffic safety. 
- It was agreed to organise a meeting in about a month at NAC with the local police, and the 
MCC traffic committee, to discuss the issues and what can be done about them. 
 

• Aquaculture 
- Oyster farmers are doing a Tide to Tip foreshore clean up on 17 February, so please leave any  
washed up rubbish in a visible spot on the shoreline so it can be picked up and removed. 
- Letter from Ian Lyall regarding last year’s correspondence. Residents on Eastslope Way are still 
unhappy with the visual impact of the leases, and there is no timeline for the lease to become 
compliant with the best practice guidelines and the oyster strategy. 
- There are a number of leases in the Cove that do not have correct marking poles or missing 
poles, and we are told the next inspection will not be done until October 2022. 
 

 
 
President to place 
draft drainage report 
on website for 
resident review and 
feedback. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subcommittee to 
organise meeting with 
local police and MCC 
traffic committee to 
discuss traffic and 
cyclist safety issues. 

 
 
 

28 Feb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No date set 
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• Fame Cove 
- Report submitted with agenda. 
- Tea Gardens Farms are due to be back in the Land and Environment Court next week regarding 
the court ordered remediation. MCC’s Adam Mathews is now the Council manager responsible 
for this, and we will seek an update from him after the hearing. 
- Phillipa Coltart thanked Len Yearsley for all of the effort he had put into this over many years. 

7. MidCoast Council related matters 

7.1 Community Hall  

• Robert van Zandvliet and Maria Pickles spoke about the proposed changes for the carparking 
area and landscaping the entrance to the Community Hall. MCC had approved the changes and 
they would be implemented shortly. 

• There was considerable discussion about these changes and maintenance of the Community 
Hall precinct and Yallarwah Park. 
It was agreed that President Bob would contact MCC to ascertain maintenance arrangements 
for all of the parks in NAC, and invite Councillor Len Roberts to the next meeting to discuss MCC 
related matters. 

President to contact 
MCC to ascertain 
maintenance 
arrangements for NAC 
parks. 
President to invite Len 
Roberts to attend the 
next meeting. 

Next 
meeting 

7.2 Community Plan 

• President Bob gave an update on the Local Community Plan (LCP). 

• Members of the Steering Committee are Mike Thorpe, Maria Pickles, Trevor Vandenberg and 
Bob Reid (as a resident and not representing NACCAi). 
The first meeting was held on 12 February. Future meetings will be on the mornings of the 
second Friday of the month, the last 30 minutes of the meeting would be open for residents to 
attend to discuss any plan related issues, and meeting minutes are to be posted on the website. 

• There were 210 submissions to the LCP, of which approximately 47 were from the village, 154 
from non-urban people, and 9 from Carrington. 

• To summarise the submissions: 
Village submissions: 
 - we love the bush and water that surrounds us, living in a small quiet and peaceful village, and 
our community and neighbours;  
- we would really like a boat ramp and jetty, our parks upgraded, improved drainage, and 
sewage and water, and we would like our surrounding bush and water to be protected and 
improved; 
- in twenty years we would like to see our community and natural environment being as it is 
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now, with the non-urban area conserved and restored, and some infrastructure improvements 
such as a boat ramp and jetty and sewage disposal. 
Non-urban submissions: 
- we love the water and the bushland that surrounds us, and the convenient location of our 
properties 
- our biggest wish is to have our properties rezoned so we could build on them, with the roads 
upgraded and some shops and parks 
- in twenty years we would like to see the non-urban land developed as an urban/eco village, 
that is seen as a tourist destination 
Carrington submissions: 
- we love the bush, the water, our history, and living in a quiet village 
- we would like to see the road to Tahlee sealed, with a boat ramp and jetty, and historical 
buildings restored 
- in twenty years we would like to see our village as it is now, but with the historical buildings 
restored, and a public boat ramp. 

8. Other business 

8.1 NACCAi meetings 
time 

• A poll of members present was held to ascertain the preferred time to hold meetings. The poll 
was held because the Community Centre Committee would no longer permit NACCAi to hire the 
community centre for meetings on Saturday mornings since the coffee shop would be 
operating. 
Results of the poll were: 
- Saturday mornings – 11 
- Saturday afternoons – 2 
- Sundays – 0 
- Weekday evening – 1 

• There was discussion as to whether the door to the coffee shop kitchen could be moved to 
permit the coffee shop to operate at the same time 

President to request 
the Community 
Centre Committee 
permit NACCAi to hire 
the hall for meetings 
on Saturday mornings 
without the coffee 
shop operating, and 
to discuss alternative 
arrangements. 

Next 
meeting 

8.2 Defibrillator 

• The President advised that donations for the defibrillator were fantastic, with $3,580 being 
donated, compared with a target of $3,500, and the tennis club’s application for a grant of 
$1,250 under the sports defibrillator scheme had been successful. The defibrillator had been 
purchased for a total cost of $3,155. It would be installed shortly and CPR/defibrillator training 
for residents would be organised. 

President to work 
with Hall Committee 
on installation and 
training for 
defibrillator. 

ASAP 
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8.3 The character of 
North Arm Cove - dual 
occupancy proposals  

• Dual occupancies are permitted under the MCC Development Control Plan, and one is currently 
proposed for a property in Cove Boulevarde. There was considerable discussion on this, 
including the impact on neighbours, sewage disposal, and the potential for these additional 
houses to used for short term rentals. It was noted that in the Local Community Plan 
submissions residents wanted the village to stay much as it is now. 

• Motion - the President and Tony Hann write to Council to advise of residents concerns with dual 
occupancies. Moved Peter Chappelow, seconded Doug Kohlhoff. Motion passed with one 
person against. 

President and Tony 
Hann to write to MCC 
regarding residents 
concerns on dual 
occupancy 
developments. 

No date set 

8.4 Other business  

• Clean up Australia Day is on Sunday 7 March. NAC clean up arrangements are for volunteers to 
meet at the Community Centre at 8am, and if possible bring a trailer. Anticipated finish is 10am. 
Refreshments afterwards. 

• President Bob gave an update on the $56k grant that NACCAi and the Community Centre 
Community (CCC) had obtained to upgrade the hall power supply and install a new water tank. 
NACCAi would be acting as the banker only for this grant, and the CCC was responsible for 
project management of the works, and MCC would ensure that the work was done 
satisfactorily. Arrangements had been put in place for the CCC and the MCC project manager to 
provide NACCAi with a Request for Payment authority with associated invoices for all payments 
to be made under the grant.  

• President Bob also advised that MCC had received some $1.4m in bushfire recovery grants, and 
of this about $45k was allocated to the NAC hall for projects such as installation of solar panels 
and batteries. Some of this would also be used for cost overruns for the power supply upgrade 
if needed. 

• Motion – that for future grants if NACCAi is asked to be responsible for applying for the grant 
for another group in the Cove, then NACCAi should have at least two people as part of the 
committee of that group.  
Moved – Andy McNaughton, seconded – Gary Sylvaney. Motion passed unanimously. 

• There was considerable discussion on the fact that there are different groups in the Cove such 
as NACCAi and the CCC, both are acting to improve the community, and it doesn’t make much 
sense to have different groups and that we should aspire to have one overall group looking 
after the interests of the Cove community. 

  

9. Next meeting date 2021 ordinary general meeting dates, Saturday 8 May, Saturday 14 August, Saturday 13 November.  

 


