BURNOUT BATTLE Woman, girl rushed to hospital after fiery crash in front of crowd

Up in arms over hooning hotspot

Anna Falkenmire
RESIDENTS lving in fear

have spoken nut about their
six-month campaign o

stop hoons and spectators
mesting up a4 Hunrer
intersection and performing
bumouts in the nighe.

A guict road near the
village of Morth Arm Cove in
Part Stephens turmed into a
crime seene on Friday after
a woman and teenage girl
were injured when a car lost
control and hit a power pole,

Proslice waere told the white
sedan had been doing a
hurman when it crazhed
and burst into flames at the
litersection Gooreeng Road
and Somerser Avenue at
about 11 40pm.

The driver allegesdly Qed
and the injured waman
and teenager were rushed
to John Hunter Hospital in
nearby Meweastle,

A2t ayear-obd man was
arvested vesterday and is
expscled w front Bavmond
Terrace Local Court oma
string of charges in May,
after he was pranted bail.

North Arm Cove Commu-
nity Associarion president
Bob Reid revealed residents
of the small vy had beldd
grave fears about the hoon-
ing hetspor for six months,

He zaid he had raised
concems with MidCoast
Comncil multiple times since
August bast vear and had
made police reports, aboul
the bate-night meet-ups he
said seemed to accur at least
muonthly at the intersection.

"They are 4 major safely
isque, tor hath residents
driving through the centre
of it o ges home, and for
the burnour participants
and observers,” he told the
Mewcastle Herald, "It was
only a maier of time before
smente - a participant, a
bystander. or a resident - was
jured [rom these evens.”

The problematic intersection near North Arm Cove where residents say drivers {Egl.llén'l'f el up 1o do burnouts in
fromk of a crowd. Pictures supplied

Mr Feicd said locals bud
reparied wp o 100 peaple
- including children - could
gather at the site to watch
drivers perform burnouts,

Tt is unknown hiow many
EPECIRNITE WeTe present
on Friday.

Photographs of the
intersection show black
tyre marks snaking across
the roadway and debiris
soattered. Tmages taken in
[anuary show damaged nTes
along the edge of the road,

Mr Redd sald smaoking
or burning tyres were a
bushiire hazand becavuse
of the thick, dry vegetation
nearby, and that debris like
wire could demage othier
cars oil the road or cause
am accident,

He said residents reportod
Teeling fearful or intimidaied
trylng wo navigaie through
a meet-up at night to get
hoame, Mr Reid said the
intersection was an altmc-

tivee location or burmouls
because one of the roads
was the old highway.

"W have been asking
for police patrols, traffic
engineering solutions and
video surveillance,” he said.

M Beid claimed Mid-
Coast Councdl told him five
weeks ago itwould take
action o make the intersec-
tion unsuitable for burnouis
bt gave no dmeframe. He
hoped that even temporary
measures could be put In
place as soon as possihle.

The Herald has sought
cormmient from MidCoase
Codinncil on s plans,

bir Reid said he was
"shocked” whon he beard
about the incident on Friday
night, and said the commir-
tee hoped the two people
thiat wepe injured Dully
recovered,

A Hunter New England
Health spokesperson
confirmed a 20-vear-old

A powerpale at the Ribersection which bas a memorial on
it fram a crash decades aoo,

wonman's condition had
improved to stalle over
the weekend. ¥o further
deils have been released
about the 14-vear-old due
fn privacy.

Port Stephens Hunser po-
lice were catled to Somersel
Avenue on Friday night and
allege & white Ford Falcon
setlan had been perfoom-
ing hurnowes in front of 3

crowd when the driver losi
contril and slammed intm
a powerpole. The car struck
the womon snd toenager
standing next 1 it before
erupting in flames, and
the driver fed the scene,
according 1o detectivies,
Fire and Rescue NSW
crevs extinguished the car
fire and the Ford was selzed
by police for forensle testing,



